A Background Study on 
The Book of Luke 


Nathaniel B Parker 
CM7407: Ministry Practicum 


March 17, 2017 


A Background Study on 
The Book of Luke 


Date 

The Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts correspond to each other as a collection of 
writings. The Gospel of Luke was written prior to the book of Acts. Scholars generally date the 
Gospel of Luke either before the year AD 70, around AD 80, or around the end of the first 
century or the beginning of the second century. Dating the Gospel of Luke before the year AD 70 
is highly likely due to the Gospel not including details concerning the fall of Jerusalem or other 
post AD 70 events, as well as the Gospel takes a neutral or warm tone concerning Rome which 
suggests it was written before the major persecution of Christians initiated by the Roman 


emperor Nero. A date around the late AD 50s or early AD 60s seems the most likely.! 


Authorship 

Traditionally it is believed that Luke, a physician who accompanied the apostle Paul on 
travels, wrote both the Gospel of Luke and the companion book of Acts. Luke also refers to 
himself in the book of Acts in the various “we” passages. The author was educated and utilized a 
polished use of the Greek language in his writings. The early church affirmed the Gospel of Luke 
and the book of Acts as written by Luke the physician, as stated in the writings of Irenaeus, 
Theophilus of Antioch, Justin Martyr, and early listings of the New Testament canon. 
Additionally, the earliest manuscripts of the Gospel of Luke contain the heading “according to 
Luke”. Only a handful of scholars from the mid-nineteenth century onward rejected the 
authorship of the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts to Luke as a traveling companion to Paul 
on the grounds that Luke differs from Paul theologically. Such rejections are few compared to the 


overwhelming number of scholars and church leaders throughout history who have affirmed 


l- Andreas J. Késtenberger, L. Scott Kellum, and Charles L. Quarles, The Cradle, the 
Cross, and the Crown (Nashville, TN: B&H Academic, 2016), The Gospel According to Luke. 


Luke, Paul’s traveling companion and physician, as the author of the Gospel of Luke and the 
book of Acts.” Even the early church heretic Marcion affirms Luke, Paul’s physician, as the 


author of both books. 


Purpose/Occasion/Recipients 

Luke wrote his Gospel to an individual named Theophilus. Theophilus was likely an 
influential person of rank who had previously been taught concerning the Christian faith. It is 
possible Theophilus provided Luke with the financial resources needed to circulate the Gospel of 
Luke and the book of Acts. Because the word Theophilus comes from a collection of Greek 
words meaning “lover of God”, some scholars have rejected Theophilus as a historical figure to 
rather symbolically indicate the word refers to everyone who loves God. However, due to Luke’s 
recognizing Theophilus as a person of rank (referring to him as “most excellent”), the symbolic 
interpretation is highly unlikely, and Theophilus was most likely a historical figure.* 

While Luke likely wrote to a historical figure, Theophilus, it is also highly likely that 
Luke had a broad and wide audience in view when he wrote the Gospel. His audience was likely 
primarily Gentile due to his use of Greek names and the genealogy of Jesus referencing Adam 
versus the more Jewish names and the genealogy of Jesus referencing Abraham as seen in the 
more Jewish Gospel of Matthew. However, Luke did include discussions concerning the Jewish 
temple and showed the overall continuity of salvation history. Both of these discussions would 
appeal to Jewish readers of the Gospel. Therefore, Luke’s Gospel was universal in nature, 


encompassing both Gentile readers as well as Jewish readers.” 


2 Késtenberger, Kellum, and Quarles. 


3- D. A. Carson and Douglas J. Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament, Second 
Edition (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005), 204—06. 


4 K6stenberger, Kellum, and Quarles. 


> Tbid. 


3 
The purpose of the Gospel of Luke was an accurate apologetic for the Christian faith and 
the person and work of Jesus Christ. Luke wished for Theophilus and other readers to have 
certainty and assurance concerning the person and work of Jesus Christ and the Christian faith. 
Pressure from both Jews and Romans necessitated the need for a clear apologetic on the Christian 
faith and give readers a solid assurance of who exactly is Jesus Christ. Luke fulfilled this need in 


his Gospel, as well as in the corresponding book of Acts.° 


Place of Writing 
The Gospel of Luke itself does not specify where the Gospel was written. The Anti- 
Marcionite and Monarchian Prologues refer to the Gospel of Luke as being written in Achaia 
(which would be part of Greece). Ancient tradition also include Caesarea, Boeotia, and Rome as 
possible candidates. Antioch is another possible candidate as referenced in early church writings. 
Achaia makes historical sense as to a possible place of writing for the Gospel of Luke, but 
scholars cannot be certain as to the exact place where the Gospel was written. Any candidate for 


the place of writing for the Gospel of Luke is speculation.’ 


é Carson and Moo, 211-12. 


7- Tbid., 206-07. 
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